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For } am mot aſhamed of the oſpel of 
WIE: : For its the piver F God to 


Salvation, to every one that believeth, 


<Q He former part of chis Text { being 
d delivered in terms unuſual ) hath 
Y afforded matter 'of Diſpuration to 
Interpreters. + 

The Queſtion is, Whether it be 
to be taken for a wan? or to be 
inderſtogd fi 6 wply, and plaibly, accotding/ to the 
uſual iraport and meaning of ſuch expreſſions: 

That St, Paul, ſo long after his Miraculous Con- 
ferſſon, (a lizele before his Appeal to (efar) drawing 
ſearto the finiſhing of his Courſe. | 

That St. Paul, after he'bad*Planted the Goſpel, + 
ſrom Jeruſalem. round about unto I8yricam, after the Rom. 15.19. 
Compoſic ng of all thoſe excellent Epiſtles written 

Az. before. 
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WAS the laſt. | ” ** 

- Thar Se. Paul (I ſay )aſrerall chis, ſhould deſcend 
to {6 poor In Expreſfion, 3s might inſinuate, tha 
theze wks ſomething in the Golpel, whereof it was 
poſſible, that ſome of. the Romans, might imagine 
that he. ought to be aſhamed. . 

( Thac-1n the Judgment of St. Paul. the Goſpel 
ſhould adminiſter occaſion for the Anticipation and 
Amolition of fo contemprible a Prejudice,) 

ſr ſcems to many very improbable; and therefore 
they ſay that the words are a 9%, and that the Apo. 
fle inſaying that he was not aſbamed of the Golpe, 
intended to.ſignifiethat he exulted and gloricd in it. 

Indeed, we find our Apoſtle, not only in hisother 

z Tim.1.11. Epiftles (and in 19 00 "ro bur in this Epiſtl 
7-44" tothe Romans, often magnifying his Office, and Glu 
i0.9, Tying inthe Miniſtry of the Goſpel which he hadte- 

ceived; He ſtyles ir the light of the glorious Goſpe, 

a Miniſtrgion exceeding Glorious, and Profelſe 
© thatif he Fould boaſt of his Authority, he ſhould 

not be aſhamed. - 

Yet. ( with ſubmiſſion to better Judgments ) | 
humbly conceive that he is nat {> to. be underſtood 
i this place. mn 

Though the Epiſtle was directed to thoſe at Rome, 
which wete already Chriſtians ; yet this paſſage ws 
pur irr with reference. to others, - to whom the Ep 

. {Ye was to be communicated ( perſons not yet con- 

Ver.8.!4jw- yerced to Chriſtianity.). To them who were already 


before his bonds whereof 


| ANT (yolony” 72 the | Rom.i46, 
this Epiſtle to the Romans 
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-* Romi;1 6. SEPHEry zof the-Golpel. . 3} 
alled\tgbe' Saints, whoſe Faich was ſpoken of 
throughout the world; totalk of not being aſhamed 
of the Goſpel, had been a wel«as very incongruous. 

.” But ( on theother fide ) for him who (by his ori- 
ginal-Commiſhon ) was conſtituted the Apoſtle. of 44.22.21. 
| all the Gengiles, made a debtor to them all ( as he yer. ;4. 

\ ſays; ).to the Wiſe as well as unwiſe, to the Greeks 
and Romans as well as the Barbarians. 
That he, who in purſuance of this Commiſſion, 

had alrcady planted the Goſpel amongſt the more 
Barbarous Nations, from Antioch in Syria as far as At-14. 
Lyſtra and Derbe, Cities -of Lycaonia z and among, 
t the Greeks, in all-the chict Cities of Macedoniaand \ 

Athaia ( from Terujalem round about unta [lhricum ) 
| ſo that nothing now remained but to Preach at 
Rome ( as he ſpeaks Emphatically ) at Rome allo. 
| Thathe, whoſe preaching was not in the way of. 7 ©0r: 2-t 

bumane wiſdom or excellency of ſpeech ( in the way 
| either of Rhetorical Harangue or Philoſophical argu- 
mentation ) intending to Preach at Rome ( the Seat of 

the Empire of the world ) the Reſort of the Noble, 

the Mighty, and the Wiſe, of all thoſe who in the 
| phraſe of our time, are ſtyled the Beaux eſþrits, the 
] Wits and Braveries, of the world. | 

Briefly, that St. Paul who knew the Prejudices 

, | . which theſe men had againſt the Goſpel, and with 
what Contempt. and. Scorn. they generally looked 
v 
| 


upon it ( asa Diſpenfation whereot a man. oughc to 

be aſhamed. ) | 

That. Sr. Pag!, who (as it. appears by all his. 
| | Epiſtles, 


b_- 'Ati'Apology fox the - Rom.ind | 
Epiſtles andi Orations ) well .underſtood: (' the: 
Td pins vhs itews ) the Congruity and decency '-of) 
ſpeaking or of writing ; Intending, before he ſhould 
conclude, ( after he ſhould have evinced the Excel- 
lency of the Goſpel )totake ftrength and confidence, 
Rom.15-17. 3nd Glory in his Miniſtration ;- Being yet in his pro-: 
emium only, whoſe office is (in3r ) by a modeſt and 
ſmooth inſinuation, to make way for his diſcourſe 
which was to' follow; | 
| fay, that inthis place of his Epiſtle, he ſhould 
take notice of the Prejndices which lay againſt the Go- 
ſpel,: and plainly and clearly ( without a Meas ) An. 
ticipate and Obviate, the imagination that he ought 
to be aſhamed of it; This, 1 humbly conceive to be 
moſt aprecable to the deſign and (haraFer of St. Paul, 
And, that according to this interpretation we ought ly 
here to conſider, | 
, 1. A ſuppoſal in the Romans, intimating the Pre- 


judices againſt the Goſpel. And therein, P 
1. Athing imagined; that Paul would not adyens | 
ture to Preach the Golpel at Rome. Pi 
2. The reaſon of the imagination, an Opinion 
that he would beaſhamed, at 
II. Aremovyal or Amolitionof that ſuppoſal,inti- be 
mating the Iniquity of thoſe Prejudices: viz, , tic; 
A Removal of 
Ver. 15. :. The thing that was imagined, I am ready to the 
Preach the Golpel, even at Rome. im; 
_ ... 2+ Andot the imaginary reaſon of the ſuppoſition, be; 
Ver, 16. ' For I am notaſhamed of the Goſpel. - 
EIS ZI. Th 


"Rerni16. Wyſtertegof thi Glpel 5 
.--Jl. The Grounds and Reaſons of this Amo«. - | 
lition. | 

' And theſe are drawn from two heads and adjun&s 

of the Coſpel : 

1. Neceſlarily implied and preſuppoſed, and that 
is Peritatss evidentia, ( if the Goſpel were not 
the truth of God it could not be the power of 

:. © God.) 

2. Explicitely and expreſly propoſed, and that is 
Virtutis excellentia, it is the Power of God to 

- | Salvation ( and that «wi rin) toevery one 

that believeth. © 1 am not aſhamed of the Goſpel 
"of Chriſt, for it is the power of God to Salvation 
* to every one that believeth. | 

| So that'll am to ſpeak of theſe two general 
Heads : 
: I, Of the Prejudices againſt the Goſpel. 

IE. Of the Iniquity and Unreaſonableneſs of thoſe 

Prejudices. Þ= 
- From whence it will follow that we ought to 
Preach the Goſpel, and not to be aſhamed, 

Concerning -which things I ſhall not endeayour 
a a Rhetorical Harangue, but crave leave that I may 
be2dmitted to ſpeak, in a plain and humble analy- 
tical and didaRtical way of diſcourſe. 

I. Then, lam-to ſpeak of thoſe Prejudices againſt 
the Goſpel, from whence it is ( by ſome perſons ) 
imagined, that the Miniſters of the Goſpel ought to. 
bealhamed of ir. 

And herein] ſhall 


1, Shew 


= . /A:Apology: fro/the Rom 1g, 
1. Shew thatthere always. have been, and always 
will be ſuch PrFjudices againſt the Goſpel, 
..2. Enquire what it is tn the Sylteme, of the Go- 
ſpel, which is the eſpecial obje& of theſe Pre- 
judites. | | 
3+ Then-make a bricf refle&ion upon the nature 
and ſympromes of the Prejudices, | 
4- And upon. the CharaRters of the perſons moſt | 
obnoxious to chem. | X 
I 
t 


1. Firſt, That there always have been, and always 
will be, Prejudices againſt the Goſpel (and animagj- 
nation in ſome perſons, that Miniſters and Chriſti- 
ans ought to be aſhamed of it ) is ſo deplorably ma- 
nifeſt, chat I need not inſiſt upon either the proof or 
declaration of it, , 

That it is, and hath been always fo, i is not only n 
the unhappy complaint of the preſent Age, but hath | 
been of every Age and Generation fince the firſt Pro- b 
mulgation of the Goſpel ; And that it will be ſo, we p 
have an infallible aſſyrance from Chriſt and kis Apo- nh 
ſles; Tharthe latter days ſhall be times of Infidelity 

: and departure from the Faith, that there will be 
rag Scoffers at the Goſpel, and cruel Mockers, we have 

Jude 18. the aſſurance of the Apoſtles St Paul, St. Peter, and 
St. Jude. 

Lake 18.8. Fe when the Son of man ſhall come tojud c 
the World, he ſhall hardly find Faith on the Earth 
=_ have the PrediQion of our Lord Chrift him- 
elf. | 

Briefly and ſummarily ! our Lord Chriſt in ſeveral 


places 
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7 


places of the Goſpel, declares and ſuppoſes, that ma- 


— 


Mat. 23 


3. 
ny will be offended at him,that they will be aſhamed — 


of him, and of his words, both of-his Perſon,and of 


his Goſpel. 

- Qur Apolſte declares that he himſelf is not 
aſhamed, Exhorts Timethy not to be aſhamed,Com- 
mends Epaphroditus that he was notaſhamed ; St. Pe- 
ter exhorts thoſe that ſuffered for the Goſpel not to 
beaſhamed. If there had not been an imagination 
in the world that they ought to have been aſhamed, 
to whatend were all theſe Declarations, Commenda- 
tions, Exhortations concerning being not aſhamed ? 

2, | pals thereforeto the ſecond thing propound- 
ed, to enquire what is the ſpecial Obje& of thele 


2 Tim.1-$, 
12,16. 
1 Pet. 4.16. 


Prejudices, or what are thoſe things contained in the _ 


Goſpel, whereof ( in an eſpecial gganner ) it is ima- 
gined that we ought to be aſhamed. | 

Though the whole Syſtem of the Goſpel lies under 
Prejudices, yer not all parts of it alike, ſome more 
than other; and ſome by reaſon of the other. 

The whole Goſpel is generally dividable into 

1. Hiſtorical Narrations. 

2 Moral Inſticutions and motives. 

3. Dogmatical Myſteries. 

Theſe are delivered ſometimes diſtin&ly and ſeye- 
rally, and ſometimes they are combined and mix- 
ed together. 

That there was ſuch a Perſon as Chriſt, that he 
was born of Mary, that Joſeph was his reputed Fa- 
ther ; The manner of his Life and of his Death, his 


B Actions, 
UM! 


Myfteries of the Goſpel. Rom.i.1s, 
Aions, and his Teachings, are matters merely Hi. 
ſorical. 

T hat this reputed Son of Joſeph was indeed the Son 
of God, conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of a 
Virgin, and the like, have in them a Combination 
- = MyReery together wich che Hiſtory of the Go. 

el. 

: [ I ſtand not to ſhew, how the Morality is ſome- 
times ſimply delivered, and ſometimes in Combina- 
tion with the Myſterious parts of the Golpel. ] | 
1. Now concerning thoſe .parts of the Goſpel ; 
which are merely and famply Hiſtorical, and Moral, 
I ſuppoſe they cannot be here intended ; B ecauſc 7 
that to ſuch perſons, as the Romans were, ( men s 
pretending to Reaſon and. Philoſophy ) they afford 
'no colour for anggnagination that a Miniſter or p 
Chriſtian ought = aſhamed. h 
Suppoſing the truth of what is there delivered, af 


* In Serm. X* 
| ——darmap ac ( whereof * I have ſpoken heretofore) what was ed 


vſcriptu- there in the Birth, or Life, or Death; The Conver- all 
rilts, ſation, or Aions, ( ordinary, or extraordinary ) of V; 
Chrift,or his Apoſtles, whercof in the opinion ofa | ;; 
Philoſopher, a Chriſtian ought to be aſhamed ? cult 


Was it the meanneſs of Chrifts Nativity ? Thathe |} yy 
was the reputed Son of Joſeph, who was ob a mean 
and deſpicable occupation ? 

Was & that he lived an Ambulatory kind of life? 
teaching and diſputing concerning good and evil, 
happineſs and unhappinels,in the Synagogues and in 
the Temple, andthe Streets and Markets, and in the 


Wildas Þ. 
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Rom.t/1 6, MPyfteries'vr the Goſpel, | 9 
Wilderneſs ( every where ) Preaching the DoQtrine 
ofthe-Kingdom ? 9? CEL 

Or laſtly, Was it becauſe of the occaſion and man- 
ner of his Death ? becauſe he was Condemned,and 
Executed by his Country-men,upon an-accuſation of 
corrupting the People, and making*an Innovation 
in Religion, upon pretence of holding intercourſe 
with God ? | 
Every one of theſe circumſtances had been coin- 
cident in Socrates long beforethe time of the writing 
of this Epiſtle tothe Romans. 
He was the Son of Sophroniſcus, as poor a man as 
fofeph, ( a Carver of Images in ſtone ) his Mother 
was a Midwife. | 
His Converſation was Ambulatory, difcoutſing 
and reaſoning at all rimes, and in all places, ( in 4ca- 
demia, in Lyc#o, in Foro, in Places of walking, and 
of publick exerciſe; ( when he caror drank, or play- 
&d) in the Camp, the Market, or the Priſon ) with 
all the men he mer withal, concerning Virtue and 
Vice, andthe ſunmum bonum ; concerning wiſdom 
and folly. * And he had been Condemned and Exe- « p;4, xe. 
cited by che 4thenians,upon the very ſame pretences nb in Soers 
which were objected againſt our Saviour. "—_— 
Yet all theſe diſadvantages had not hindred Socrates 
( atthar time, after about 500 years ) from the Admis- 
ation, and almoſt Adoration of all men preteriding 
| | toPhilofophy and Wiſdom, not only amongſt all the 
reſt of the Gentile world, bureven iirioogh the Ro- 


l - 


tans alſo; - * © 


And 


B 2 


" Mat.5. 20. 
Heb.$.6. 


- And;thereforethe mere Hiſtorical part. of theGe. 
ſpel could miniſter no colour of ſuſpicion why a Mi- 


- niſter or a Chriſtian ſhould be aſhamed of it. 


2. Moreover, the ſame may be ſaid of thoſe pars 
of the Goſpel which are merely Prafical, and Moral, 
( The Precepts, concerning Pizety, and Juſtice, and. 
Temperance in all the ſeveral branches of them, and 
the Motives to them. ) 

' The Morality of the Goſpel infinitely excels the 
Inſticyrions of any of the Heathen Philoſophers, all 
that they could obje& againſt it, was its too great 
purity and holineſs, that it puts a violence and ſtretch 
upon Humane Nature, cauſing men to ſtrain after 
degrees of purity and anRiry unpracticable and un- 
attainable; It excels all the Precepts and [nticutes 
of the Jews, Chriſt made a awripnf even of the Mo- 
ral Law of Moſes, and tells us, that the Righteouſ: 
neſs of Chriſtians muſt exceed the Righteouſnels of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, and the Apoſtle ( comps 
ring the entire Syſtems of the Moſaical and Chriſtian 
Oeconomies in reference to Chriſtian Duties and the 
Motives tothem*) juſtly pronounces, that the Chri- 
Rian hath received a better Covenant, founded upon 
berter Promiſes. 

3. It remains therefore, chat the Peculiar and (pe- 
cial Object of thoſe Prejudicate imaginations (where: 
by. it is concluded that Miniſters and Chriſtians 
ought to be aſhamed) are the Articles of mere Belief, 
Dogmatical Myſteries of the Goſpel. 

At. the expence of your .time and paticnce (ina 
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Ts i.16. Myſteries of the Goſpel. 


long diſcourſe ) to tell you what are the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel, were to ſuppole, that ( in compliance 
with the barbarity of later times ) you had negle&- 
edto be inſtructed in your Catechiſm, and had need 
that one ſhould teach you what are the firſt elements 
of Chriſtianity, My deſign engages me no further 
than only to name them, and that alſo very 
briefly. 
ln the two firſt Chapters to the (orinthians, we 
find our Apoſtle handling this Argument, largely 
ago ex Ik eſſo. : 
*And there he reduces the whole Myſtery to rwo 
words,namely, the Croſs of Chriſt hetells chem that he 
wasſentto Preach and not to'Baptize; that this was 
that which Chriſt ſent him to Preach; And that he 
dtermined to know nothing elſe among them, bur 
ſu (briſt and bim Crucified, and in Chap 1. v. 24. 
e declares this to have bcen the occafion of the 
Scandal, taken both by Jews and Gentiles, 1 Preach 
(brift eracified t0 the Jews a ſtumbling block, &c, 

The Scandal taken, was againſt the Myſteries of the 
Galpel, and the Nature, and Mediatorian Office, the 
Character and Perſonal concernment of Chriſt, and 
work of Redemption by his bloud ſpile upon: the 
Croſs, are the two great and comprehenſive heads 
wwhich the whole Myſtery of the Goſpel is eaſily, 
naturally, and immediately reducible. 

The Juſtification, SanRification, entire Oecono» 
my of the ſalvation of man, depends immediately 
upon the work of Redemption by. the bloud of 
Chriſt, The. 


An Apology fo2 the - Rom.i.1s, 
The value and efficacy of his bloud, reſolves in. 
* tothe Excellency of bis Perſon, and of his Nature. { 

That he was the Sgn of God the Father, Conceiyed 

by che Holy Ghoſt, which Father, Son, and Holy I, 
Ghoſt,are ONCE. , W 
Sothatin the laſt relolution, the Conjun&ion of jn 
the Divine and Humane Natures in the Unity of the mu 
Perſon of Chriſt, and the Trinity of Perſons in the | ,, 
Unity of the Nature of the Godhead, is the #4 wi. || -þ 


«er of the Goſpel. "- of 
And this is allo the 2437 orarcuay, that great thi th 

whereof it is imagined that a Chriſtian or a Preach&® 

ought to be aſhamed. a 


Which will be yet moreevident if we ſhall make = ,, 
a brief refleion upon the Nature and Symptomes if ,,, 
of the Prejudices againſt che Goſpel, And the Cha- am 
racer of the perſons more eſpecially obnoxious to | 43 
theſe Prejudices. 

3- Belide the conſideration of Intereſt, ( real or i þe+ 
imaginary.) and the diſappointment of mens defives I By: 
and expeRtations, ( an ordinary eminent and predo- | ©] 
minant ingredient in the prejudices of all men ) there © cor: 
are two things which (in men pretending to pru- Þ hah 
dence and virtue, or to reaſon and underſtanding ) . 
are apt tocreate adiſtaſte againſt any way of Iaſtitu- ny 
tion, or atiy do@trine wherein they are ſuppoſed or | of x 
preſumed to be, . 

1+ T3-ix6", an Apprehenſion of Turpitude or dif- | or y 
honeſty, either intrinſecally contained in that which 
is propounded,or conſequencially inyolyed with it. :: 
2a] 
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Romii.16. MPyſteries of the Golpel. 

2. 72 2m» or 401, an Apprehenſion of ſome ab- 
ſurdicy or unreaſenablenels in it. 

1. Of theformer ſort, are Principles of Atheiſm, 
Irceligion, Immoraliry, The Dorines of Diagores, 
who denied the being of God ; of Carneades, con- 

cerning good and evil; of Diogenes, concerning In- 
ceſt,@@c. ( which have an Intrinfick and immediate 
wrpitude 3 ) The Do&rine of Fpicurws concerning 
the Mortality of the Soul, a conſequential Principle 
of all |Impicty, Injuſtice, and Debauchery, it tharbe 
the caſe, Let us eat and drink, &c. / | 
Theſe are injurious to the Intereſt of mankind, 
and they put an indignity upon the praQtical reaſon 
and principles of men, and are apt to be diſtaſteful 
and offenſive; inſtances whereof thereare very many 
among the Heathens, ( as among others that of rhe 
Athenians, who baniſhed Protagoras, and cauled his 
| Books to be burnt in the open Market-place becauſe 
hewrote doubtfully concerning the being of a God ) 
But as for theſe, it hath not been in the power of 
malice to faſten them upon the GoſfRl, or in the 
compaſs of miſtake to ſuppoſe them in it, ſothatit 
hath been clearly exempt from this Prejudice, 

2. The other thing that creates an ayerſion againſt 
ny Doctrine is 13 4==» or 4»y ( an Apprehenfion 
of abſucdicy or unreaſonableneſs in the things pro- 
pounded ) wherein the Wit and Theoretic Reaſo 
ot Underſtanding of men takes ir ſelf (no mod 
whether it be juſtly or unjuſtly ) to be affronted, and 
this is as diſtaſteful as.che former. 
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An Inſtance whereof we have in the ſixth of 
St. John, where when. Chriſt told thoſe that followed 
him 'of cating his fleſh and drinking his bloud 
( ſpeaking ina figure not obvious to their vulgar un, 
deſtanding ) they cried out owmngys far ins 3 abr ( that 
that was a hard {aying ) aad taking themſelves to be 
abuſed they finally torſook him. 

I ſay, that the Apprehenſion of Moral turpitude 
or Logical abſurdity are equally diſtaſtctul, But in 
their more peculiar Subje&ts, and Symptomes, and 
Aptitude to miſtake and Prejudice, they differ, 

The former averſion hath its peculiar ſear and reſi. 
dence in Virtuous and Prudent men, (the #p&4-and 
4 exe ) and dilcovers it {clf in Zeal and Indignati- 
on, as againſt things dangerous and pernicious ; The 
later is ſubje&ed in perſons, who are ( or take them: 
ſelves co be .)) men of Wir and Learning ( the wm 
and the 9z«,) the Symptomes of it are ſcorn and 
contempt, as of things abſurd and honſenſical, foo- 
liſh and irrational. 

And in maters of this nature men are more indi: 
nable to fall into miſtake and Prejudice than in the 
former. | 

* The notions of Truth and Falſhood lie more ab- 
ſruſe than thoſe of Good and Evil, and meu are more 

t to be deceived in their wit, than in their honeſty. 

No truths are ſo liable to miſtake and prejudices 
the profeſiedly Myſterious, and without centroverſi 
great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs. The Ground of 
this Prejudice is an Impotency to diſtinguiſh bt 
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twixt "amm and "Ajjeny, <hgttw and "My, betwixt 
Truth and Clearneſs, Obſcurity and Abſurdity, Be- 
ing inconceivable and incredible , being incompre- 
henſible, and being unaccountable. 

4. This Impotency is an infirmity to which the 
Brisk and the ſudden, the forward and impatient, 
the Talkative and diſputatious, ( all ſuch as ſcorn the 
dulneſs of confideration,and think themſelves above 
thedrudgery of thinking Ythat is to ſay, the Wits and 
Beaux eſprits are of all men living the moſt ob- 
noxious. 

And from hence it is, that by perſons of this Cha- 
rater tobe deſpiled, hath always been the fortune of 
the Goſpel. 

The condition of the Goſpel among(t our ſelves, 
I ſhall nor in this place, at this time labour to declare, 
| come not hither to accuſe my Nation , But that ir 
was thus in the Apoſtles time we have ſufficient aſſu- 
rance. 

He tells us that the moſt eminent deſpiſers ( the 
BN Contemptores legitimi ) of the Goſpel, were the «431. and 
"| the ig Þ aize, and the atnrimn 77 AG 737, The 
Tropical Rhetorician, and the Flanting Orator, the 
Jibing Satyriſt, and Scurrilous Comedian, the So- 
> | phiſtical Philoſopher, and Everlaſting Diſpurant, 
i} the Conceited Scribe, and Phariſaical Opiniator. 

Where ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) # the Wiſe ? Where # the 
©} Scribe? Where u the Diſputer of this world ? 

The entertainment which the Goſpel found at the 
bands of ſuch as theſe was generally that of ſcorn and 


contempt. \ C * Speak-/ 


1 Cor. 1.20. 


ns 


—A Apriego foo the Romaag, 


Chap.1.23. 


E = in the perſon of men of this Charadter 


* tand2 of compaſs (6, 
1 Epito Cor- Myſteries of the Go Gel fooliſhneſs, and fooliſh 


ews or Gentiles ) our Apoſtle in the 


( whether 
two * oy ters doth nine times call the 


things, things weak, ak and deſpiſed, and things 
which are not. 

The ſum. of the whole Myſtery of the Goſpel is 
contained in two words, ( Chriſt {racifed ) 1 preach 
( ſaith he) Chriſt Crucified to the Jews a ſcandal, to the 
Greeks feoliſhneſs ; the opinion they had of it wasthar 
it was an abſurd and a Goliſh diſpenſation, a diſpen- 
ſation whereof a Chriſtian, a Preacher, ought to be 
aſhamed. 

Thus much of the firſt general part of my Diſ- 
courſe concerning the Prejudices againſt the Goſpel, 


II. I come now to the {econd part, 


To ſhew the Iniquity and unreaſonableneſs of pr 
theſe Prejudices. W/ 
And here | ſhall endeavour to evince two things, al 

| ou 

. 1. That there is reaſon for the Contemners of the Þ un 
Goſpel to be aſhamed of their Prejudices. wh 
2. Tharthere is no reaſon for Chriſtians or Minis | ori 
ſters to be aſhamed of the Goſpel. one 
Sch 

t. Firſt, There is reaſon for the Common | 
the Golpel to be aſhamed. | Gol 
| Becauſe their Contempt of it doth not proceed || con 


from 
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from any Generovs or Noble Principle or qualifica- 
tion, it comes not from height of Spirit or Wir, from 
depih of Realon or Judgmene, from largeneſs of 
' Learning or Knowledge. 

But from the want of all theſe qualifications, and 
is foally reſolved into an ungentile, and ( if 1 may 
be permitted to ſpeak plainly ) a kind of Ruſtical Ig- 
norance and want of Ingenuity. | 

In As 17. 11. St. Pan! comparing the Theſſalonian 
Jews with the Bereans, faith that the Bereans were 
more noble ( 't-wings,) becauſe they did not preci- 
pitoully, and temerariouſly reje the Goſpel, as the 
others did, but were diligent in ſearching of the 
Scriptures dayly, and in a rift enquiry concerning 
the Grounds and Motives to Belief alledged by the 
Apoſtles ( whether they were of that weight which 
was pretended ) whether they were ſoor no. 

In matters of ſo great moment as the Goſpel doth 
pretend to be (in reference to this world, and that 
which is to come ) todelpilc, or to reje& the Propo- 
als, without a juſt conſideration of them, and with- 
out an impartial and ingenious examination(and full 
underſtanding ) of the Grounds and Reaſons, upon 
which they are propounded,ſavours not of Prudence 
or Wiſdom, Wir or Learning,Ingenie or Ingenuity; in 
one word it ſavours neither of a Gentleman, nor a 
Scholar. 

Now that this is the Caſe in the Contempe of the 
Golpel, I think it will appear if we ſhall actentively 
conhader, x. 


C 2 1. What 
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t. What was the Judgment of Chriſt (who was 
the Author of the Goſpel ) concerning this matter, 

2 The ſignal inftancesof the contempt and negle& 
of the Goſpel mentioned in the Scriptures. 

3. If we ſhall make a rational enquiry into the 
Principles and Poſtulata, into which the Contempt 
of the Goſpel is finally reſolved, 

1. Firſt, this will receive evidence from the Judy: 
ment of Chriſt himſelf, concerning the reſolution of 
the rejefion and contempt of the Goſpel. 

| ſuppoſe none will be ſo Jewiſh as to obje&, the 
bringing of Chriſt to be a Witneſs in his own-behalf, 
ſeeing hus Caſe is not the caſe of an ordinary witneſs, 
bus reſolves it ſelf (as afterwards will be briefly ſhew- 
ed ) into an atteſtation of the greatelt credit. 

| ſay then, that Chriſt himſelf ( who knew what 
was in man, and needed not that any man ſhould 
teach him ) hath reſolved the Contempt and rejeRi- 
on of the Gaſpel into want of underſtanding, and of 
due and ingenuous confideration, into Ignorance, 
and want of Candour and Ingenuxy. 

In the Parable of the Sower we find this Argu- 
mear largely and profoundly: handled by our Savi- 
our, the Parable is three times delivered in\the Go- 
ſpe), and is very well known,(o that I need not ſtand 
upon the declaration or repctition of it, The myg#n; 
concerning the bad, (that is the high-way, theftony, 
the thorny.) and the good, ( that is, the fruitful ) 
ground, | ſhall not mention ; He that ſhall harmo- 
nize the triple Narration, and Analyſe the '*awininer of 

| this 
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this Parable, ſhall find, that-our Saviour therein pro- 
. pounds and intimates the cauſes immediate and me- 
diate; Mediate,nearer and remoter, of the Reception 
and rejefion of the Goſpel, whereof ( as to the poine 
in hand) the ſum is this. 
* That the irregular endeavour after the attainment 
of temporal good things, and the avoidance of tem» 
poral Eyils, The luſt of the Fleſh, the luſt of the Eye, 
and the Pride of Life, the cares of the World, and 
Deceirfulneſs of Riches the luſt of other things, Pride 
and conceitedneſs of Wiſdom, and other Carnal In- 
rereſts, are the cauſe of the want of an attentive, and 
Patient, an ingenuous, and impartial conlideration; 
And that the want of fuch a conſideration, is the 
cauſe of the want of a thorow Underftanding , And 
thatthe want of a thorow Underſtanding, this is the 
cauſe of the (ontempt, or Rejefion, or negle& of the 
Golpel. | | 
ln the Goſpel of * St. Luke he reſolves the cauſes of + 116.8. R 
the Reception of the Goſpel into honeſty and good- vs mai 


neſg of: heart ( ſincerity, and ingenuity ) into a patient pom | 
and:conſtant attention ro ( hearing and keeping of Jabs. = 
the word. 

In the Goſpel of St. Matthew herefolvesthe whole M1323; 
matter into this one point of a perfe& and thorow 
Underſtanding. The good- ground, lays he, i be that 
># bears the word: and brings forth fruit with Under- *'axiay x 
ſanding. VILOP. 

- Afairand honeſt a Candid and ingenuous atten» 
tion and Conſideration, and a full Underſtanding, 
are. 


are the cauſes, of the Reception ; Therctore an Az. 
tention - hypocritical and unſincere, An igno- 
ble ignorance, peryerſenels, and want of Candow 
and Ingenuity, are the Cauſes of the Contempr of 
the Goſpel in the judgment of our Saviour. | 

2+ The ſame allo will further appear if we might 
be permitted to examine the leveral Inſtances of Con- 
tempt and Neglc& of the Goſpel, and ſo go thorow 
the various degrees of the Symptoms of Infidelicy 
mentioned in the Goſpel. 1 ſhall only touch them 
very briefly, and the heads of them are luch asthele: 

1. The egregious heſitation or Nownels in belie, 
VINpg» . 

ny The refuſal or rejeRion of the Goſpel. 

3+ The offence or Scandal at it. 

4+ The quarrelliog and diſputation againt ic, and 
oppolition to it, 

5+ Thedown-right ſcorn and contempt of it. 

6. And laſtly, the Perſecution for it. 

I fay, if we might ſtay upon this Argument, it 
would appear, that as the Remoter caules of eyery 
Caſe, are eaſily reducible, to the luſts and intereſts 
mentioned by our Saviour, ſo the more Immediate 
Cauſes, whether in Jews or Gentiles, will be found 
torclolveinto want of [ngenuity and Underſtanding, 

1. The Apoſtles were ſlow in believing before the 
ReſurreRion and Miſſion of the Spirit. Chriſt tells 
them, that then they were fools, and ſlow of heart 
( inconſiderate-and inadyertent, Rtupid and Dilin- 


genuous.). 
2.The 
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"13. The moſt eminent Rejefers of the Gofpel.were 
* theScribes and Phariſees : If we ſhall enquire after 
the Virtue or Modeſty, Candour or Ingenuity! of 
theſe: men, we ſhall nd them the moſt barbarous 
2nd Coyetous, Proud and Supercilious, inſincere 
and hypocritical in the world, ( how oftendoth our 
Saviour charge them with all theſe things?) Andif 
we enquire\after their Knowledge and Underſtand- 
ing, we ſhall find chem to have been mere Bragga- 
doccios and pretenders ; Chriſt often calls them 
bliad Phariſees, and blind guides, hertells them, that 
were blind leaders of the blind : 'that ſeeing Mat.22.16, 
they did ſee and not perceive, hearing they 'did hear ** 
and did not underſtand, 
3.In the {ixth of John we find a mighty Scandal ta» 
ken at the Goſpel amongthe Auditors of Chriſt, they 
murmured, they ſtrove amongſt themſelves, they fi- 
rally revelted, upon a word, becaule they judged ic 
tobe, -aiz@ aby&, a hard ſaying; They judged itlo, 
becauſe they did not underſtand it; they did not un- 
. &rfland it, ! becauſe they had not the Madeſty and 
\ I Meckneſs, Patience and Ingenuity to "enquire the 
meaning of ic, or to attend to that Explication which 
| || our Soviour. made of-that expreſſion, 
| :4 [nthe22 of St Mathew,and the parallel places,we 
: || find the Phariſces, the Scribes, the Lawyers, the He- 
3 || rodiahs, cour/ing our Saviour, charging him with que- 
t || ſons abour paying: Tribute -unto{ far, the Relur- 
eftion, the Great Commandment, rc. If now ye 
will judge of rhe Ingenuity. ot;:rheſe men, con fider 
= - : there 


Ver.6 + 


22 


 A@at.25-19. 


Ver.32. 


om 


there How-thick-and.threefold, how furiouſly, and 
how rudely, they fall upon him, how ſtupidly they. | 


perſiſt, every one judging that he was too hard for all 
the reſt, (and anſwered them well, ) but every one-ad- 


hering to his own Concluſion ; Conſider, how be, 


fore they ſet upon him, they took \Counſel to entan, 


» gle him, and ſent (pies tocntrap (or trepan ) him, 


And for their Underſtanding, conſider how ignorant 
they were, not:knowing the Scriptures, nor the power 
of God. - 

Neither was it thus -among the Jews only, but 
among the Gentiles alſo ;| nor only in theſe, but ig 
the two-remaining degrees of the down-right (corn, 
and the Contempt of the Goſpel, and Perſecution 
for it. 

5- Inthe26 of the A#s. we find the opinion that 
Feſtys had concerning the Goſpel, (with what cow 
tempt and ſcorn he ſpeaks of it, how-roundly he pro- 
nounces that Paxl was mad. }) If you will judge of 
his Ingenuity in pronouncing, by his skiltulneſsin 
underſtanding of. the: Goſpel; Conſider how pro: 
found an account of: Paul's caſe, and of the Golpel 
he renders. to :4grippa ; how that it was a( trifling) 
queſtion concerning the Jewiſh Superſtition, and concerts 
ing one. Jeſus Which Was. dead, whom Paul af firmed tab! 
ave i237 77D. | 

In the 15 of the A&s we find the Athenian 
Xnedtorree, making a mock at Paul, and ſcorning bis Gv- 
feel as a moſt ridiculous thing; It you will know 
their manners and ingenuity, you way obſerve, ro 
ne) 
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they condemned him for a Babler before they heard VE as. 


j bimſpeak,and if you will meaſure the depth of their 
Underſtanding of that which they deſpiſed, you may 
obſerve that as they imagined Jeſus to be a ſtrange 


God ; ſothey underſtood * 4naſtafis (the ReſurreRi- *1Ibid. 


on )tobea Goddeſs. He ſeemeth ( ſay they ) to be 
aſerter forth of ſtrange Gods, becauſe he Preache 
untothem Jeſus and the ReſurreQion, q 
6, Theutmoſtdegree of Contempt of the Goſpel js 
Perſecution for it; and the higheſt imaginable inſtance 
of this, was the betraying and murdering of Chriſt 
himſelf , Concerning the Ingenuity or difingenuity 
of the contrivance, management, and execution of 
this prodigious Aion, it were no leſs than mad- 
neſs to undertake to ſpeak proportionally ; And that 
this alſo proceeded nor only from wickedneſs and 
vant of Ingenxity,but from Ignorance and want of Un- 
drſtanding, we have an irrefragable aſſurance. Chrilt 


himſelf ſaith, that they knew not what they did ; and Luk23 34 


our Apoſtle, that if chey had underſtood themlelves, 
they would nc t have Crucified the Lord of Glo:y. 
Sa that by all theſe inſtances, and many others 


of like nature, it doth appear, that ( agrecably to the” 


Sentence-and Judgment of our Saviour ) the Con- 
tempt of the Goſpel is finally reſolved into a ſhameful 
Imorance,. and want of Ingenuity ; which will yet be 
more evident from Reaſon. 
- 3+ I come therefore in the third place toa conſt- 
eration of the | 

(1) Principle into whichthe Contempt of cheGo- 
elis reſolved, and of D (2)The 


1 Cor.2.$, 
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( 2) The Poftwiata uponwhich i it'is grotinded: Al 
from the abſurdity of one;/andhe Unreaſdmablenchy 
of the other; tomakeir appear; thattbereir reafor for | 
the Contenmers of' the Geſpel tobt- aſhamed.” - 

1:From the confideration' of-their Frinciple-: Aﬀer 
what hath been ſpoken-in the former* partof: this- 
Diſcourſe; and whar is atteſted by experience, Rake 
it for oranted,. 

1: Thr the: ſpitiat 0bjet of the Gomeape of the 
Golpel is the-Myſtiral pattiof Iir- of 

2. Thatthe immediate reaſon of-the Obnicmpe 
of theſe Myſteries. is- ant: limagination, or Opinion of 
the falſhood of 'them. "41 

1: Thar this Opinion' of the falfliogd oF: 'thers, is 
derived from the 08ſcurity and Difficulty of them: 

Becauſe they arc Incxplicable, [ncomptchenſible; 
Unintelligible/they-conclidethtm torBeHalle amfin- 
credible, meredy-Fantaſtical andChirericillimzgins- 
tions, and ſo:tobe deſpiſed; © 

So that the Principle into which theſeScorners do 
reſolvethemſelves, isthis; That whadoeyer-s Toet- 
plicable; Incompretienfible, Unincelfigible is (" by 
Philolophers-atleaft and Wiſe. menr ) tb: beaccounte? N C, 
incredible, fantaſtical, fiirious, and ſoro'be defpiled; I eir 

If this benotthe Ratiocination: anÞthisthePrin® || te 
ple of thole/ Firtnofi,. of whom: we- are ſpeaking, Zo un 
defireto be better informed: But if it be, *?-would'm» 
treat them to ſtand alitrle; and- conflr wither they 
are going, and whither thi Principle” a6d>ycaſoning 


will tead them.” © 2 7 C7: uqiarin® (4) 
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> Will irnot lead them' to caſt off 'not only Chriſti- 
unity, biiteven all natural Religion , and force them 
{with'the wiſeman'in the'Plalmiſt ) to (ay in their 
hearts chat' there is no'God ? Becauſe rhe Nature, and 
Eſſence, and Attributes of God are inexplicable, incom- 
prebenſible, and unintelligible; 'He dwells in a light 
Which no mortal eve can approach unto, ſuch know- 
kdgetlsroo wondettul and'excellent for us, and we 
tinnorattain vnco-it- 

Burthis' fear they do not account an inconveni- 
ence; burrather chat-this is that they would be at. 

 Apain'therefore;Tentreat them to conſider , 

Will not this Principle lead them to deny the moſt 
bbviousthings it nature 2 Will it not take away the 
very grounds of allthat wiſdom, to which they do 
precetid, ( the-force even of Experiment and De- 
\monſtration 2) 

Nay, Will it not finally bring upon themſelves, 
that horrible inconvenience, that they are not to be 
offended if it ſhall be doubted or (fred that they 
tener ſuch Wirs as they pretend ? 

The'moſt obvious things in Univerſal Nature, are 
Continued Quantity,and Local Motion : Theſe arc 
ether infinitely diviſible, or they are not. Will they 
deny'this DisjunRion, ( and ay, that they neither 
are '{a, nor not ſo?) Or will they make choice 
of either Member? Will they clear the difficulties 
that are in it ? - Or anſwer the Obje&ions that may 
bemade againſt it ? 

--F preſume they may have heard of that famous 
"i D 2 Argument 


& 
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Argument of Zeno ( #liates ) called Achilles, How 
whilſt thar mighty Diſputant ( by the impoſhbilicies 
and abſurdities on either fide ) was demonſtrating 
that Local Motion was a thing impoſlible, one of his 
Auditors roſe up and filently and ſſiely walked about 
the School, and ſo confuted him. 

The moſt pervious, moſt clear, and comprehen. 
ſible of all humane Sciences are the pure and unmix, 
ed Mathematicks, yet even in Geometry, and Arith. 
metick how many things are forceably concluded ty 
be true, which are inexplicable, unimaginable, in. 
comprehenſible? I ſhall inſtance in a very few, $o 
few.as not to need an Apology to the unlearned in 
thoſe Sciences : So trivial, as not ta admit of an Fx 
plication to the Learned. 

T hat the leaſt imaginable ſpace ſhould be equal to 
another ( uponthe ſame Baſe of the ſame Altitude) 
whole ſides are protraRed in infinitum, or a Finite 
greater than an ſnfinire, The equality of all Circula 
Angles of Conta&. The everlaſting approximation 
and impoſſible concourſe of Aſymptots. The Aﬀe- 
Rions of ſurd and irrational Quantities,&c, are unde- 
niably demonſtrated to be true,yetall thele(and many 
more) are inexplicable,incomprehenſible unintelligible. or 

I hey (ay they cannot explicate or.imagine, (they | or 
cannot conceive or comprehend ) the Myſtery ofthe | pe 
Trinity, and Unity of the Godhead, and therefore 
they deſpile it as a mere fictitious imagination. 

Do' they therefore clearly underſtand, and fully 
comprehend, and can they expreſs and explicate the 

Aﬀe@iog 
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Aﬀections of Unity and Trinity in Numbers 2 That 
there ſhould be a Quantity in Nature ( one, and not 


another ) which with ics infinite * aſcending powers *q.c.qq.6:, - 
and © deſcending roots are allof them-equal, or ra- t 


ther oneandthe ſame among-themſelves ?- Canthey 
explicate, or imagine, or comprehend any one of the 
infinite potential roots of the Number three 2 

They lay, they cannot underſtand how Chriſt 
ſhould be conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and born of 
> Virgin, and thereforethey-deride ig. 

Can they therefore underſtand how they them- 
ſelves have been conceived, and born, and nouriſhed 


up? And aro they able to explain how;and by what- 


progrels from a little water ſpik _ a too luxu- 


rious ground there ſhould fpring forth ſuch a Race . 


of Titans, ſuch aGGigantic brood of fighters againſt 
Heaven, of Scoffers at Religion ? 


Briefly, they ſay they cannot comprehend how - 


God and Man ſhould be one Chriſt; andtherefore they 
Contemn the Goſpel, and the Believers of ic, 

Can they therefore underſtand howwthe reaſonable 
foul and fleſh ſhould be one man 2? - 

Either theythemſelves conſiſt of two natures (the 
one Corporeal, che other ſpiritual and incorporeal ) 


orthey do-nor.,gIt they have nothing in them Incor- 
poreal, can they underſtandand explain-how: ſenſleſs 


Atoms, how. ſtupid matter, and Local. Motion . 


ſhould work.themtelves up to Senſe and Cogitation, 
Refle&ion and Diſqourle, ro Wir and Gallantry ? ( fo 
48t0 make Jeſts and Ballads.vupon the Goſpels. ) 


yq-v/C- 
499+ &c. 
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Apatagerforthe | -Romaus 
"If chey-confift;nogonly of 2 Body, bur of 23a) 


ci 
( a fpiriual)ſoul ).allp; 'Can they. explain -by wha | © 
#cy9iy3425, thelc'two natures have been! broughtroge. tf 
ther; by what bands and ligaments they are united, | » 
and /how:the Communication - berwix: them is -per. 


formed ?.Ig,oneword,;Can they explicate the-Pheno- 
mena of Senſe, Tmaginayon, Memory, Reafon, Wir 
and :Bravery2 :! 7 ne wh | 

If they;are able - to-perform theſe. things, lerithe | th 
world be made happy.by:their labours, -and lettham || + 
receive-the Pxgns, ;and-'Acclamations,” the Crown; I ths 
and:Garlands denicd: co, lb thatwere before:them, ©] pri 
Buy if they. muſt be. forced to:conſeſs that ull*rbiſe thing I (te 
are inexplicable, unimaginable, unintelligible, and 'incon. I ® 
pretenſeble, and will-yer. continue to deſpiſe the My. ff «* 
ſeries of the Golpel.only for that reaſon, becauſe they If Gre 
are inexplicable, unintelligible, ancomprehenſible, ketthem I (4 
not be offended at a poor:deſpiſce.>?inifterof the Go. I poi 
ſpel, if he ſhall-declare and teltificrro- all the World, I wat 
that theſe are.notthe Wits, or Beaux Eſþrits,”or Fort For 
Eſprits ; that they are Fleth and nor Spuric, mere ordi. 
nary mortal Wights :as :others are; that all their 
boaſting is but empay noiſe, ,and all they haveto 
ſhew, 15:2. mere Deceptia viſus.; that. they may be 
Maſters of fame devices that are. preggy, Skilful inthe 
Atts.and Myſteries of :Cinculacion and diſguiſe,” bn: 
they are not luch-:dreadtul 2rebimagos, ſuch mighty 
Conjurers as they pretend; Lerthem therefore abats 
don theirunreaſonable Principle, and be aſhamed: 

2..Butlecondly ,as the Prizcigde opon which they 


contemy. 


Ta 1G. Pyſttriex ohthoealael, | _y 


caſters, ſuch aretheir- Bieſiwlata, {al thecysinjm or 
ipe2ca3 the Philoſophers) and Mathemarigitng call 
has )oghacais to.ay j1 che -terms 0x: demiends pan: 
whichzhey. pretendothat:thry winild.ceaſecodelpile 
ths Galpd;andioswantof: volich:tiggdocontemnic. 
:Jbole: # of} wat aþre cedJiblet0,dverbthes : «#10 oft», 
.Þ{P tiloſophical:lQeranſiyatianii Or ju 1! rr 
+ Thoſight of Mitngles;Signg.aud Wonders G Ar 
their demand awalns' lnoidgeloi: 
his as:ke proving oh ahi: W iknel:cboferiincs ; 5 if 
be atpch: of che; My ſexies.ob,the-Gbſpel might be 
rrovedeorhowhy lamantiaign; off rleyrmighs- 
lea Sgothey: woulddheliexcs;f higowas hecPreende 
a the time of the writing of my-TEx$4 Gb Enc 1 Cort 22 
gy ivr pogrmn) The; Jews aryvixed eSQn, the 
Greeks ( i. e. the Gentiles ) ſought, ater; Wjdom, 
( rivwsbini, 3c poynetn ) and; becauierhey:iveme Bilap- 
pointed of theſe, the Myſtery ( of Chriſt Cruciked)- 
was-tother twb a 4 F.tieforgehs #olilncſs. 
For brevity les;us- namic pet; artriy  / | 60g 


' The Grecanic or Philoſophica all»O : 
ps >The Jak Wea hott 0 SPoftaam:: 


Js 12 aw ai vue Bat” ven 
e —__ that the former of theſe proceeds from 


e ,and wa of dlqas gudelndeaſianding ; 
Fora pow yned G's): ac 
beck Srupidinn; Thy tbe cornberdioggevicw, 
lt8;lavere gdillpgtavord, wh: bad of them! are jrrea+ 
Maneateomm bf 2212 vile 1d 
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30  _ AvApalogy ihe the Roms, 
\In the caſe of -any Do&rine or queſtion, to refuſe 
-a proof that is Cegenc; and ſufficient, (the only progf 
whereof a thing» is-capable )) and-co hanker or ſeek 
after a Proobimpoſiible, or-improper, (-{uch as im- 
plies a Contradi&@ion,- or ſuch as the nature of the 
-queſtion wilt inot bear 3) This { I ſay ) proceed; 
trom Ignorance, from want of Learning and Un. 
derſtanding, and'this is the-cale of the Grecanic or 
-Philoſophical Poſtulatum, 
To gives rational or Philoſophical Demonſtra- 
tion of the rruth-of the Goſpel, there are but three 
"ways imaginable in nature : By Arguments, cither, 
4+ 4 Priori, from the common Principles of la- 
-relligence. Or —— 
2. A'Poſteriori, from experiment and fenfible ob- 
ſervations. | 
And this/later ray of arguing muſt be drawa 
eſther. AHN: $4 3 
4. From inſtances of things Novel and Anomalous 
in Nature, things purpoſely deſigned for ſuch Ar- 
-guments: Orelle; ; "wy; 0,00 | 
2. Itmnſbbetaken from thecommon and ordi- 
nary, the ſtanding and perpetual Phenomena of Nt- 
ture. 19.1.c.59919 ti: To woo” ghac,s i 
. A Detwbſtration''s io; by particular Inſtance 
of pen rant <0 Gente pur- 
polely defigtitdforthatend; wastheprodf offeredby 
Chriſt and hiv poMes! Thi theyre rd; roi prove 
particular Myſteries, Myſtdtits hidden from, Ages, 
( and ſo declanian3jeotelſediee be by the 


pb 
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girvof thewy) by general and perpetual Phenome- 
mo Natore, ivinnatureim Poſſible to perfortm,and 
ſeriſeleſs to'require : To proveany thing concerning 
the Efſence and:Nature of God- per cauſes, by-Argu- 
ments ia Priori ſuppoles cauſes-precedenit to- the E(- 
fenceof God himſelf, and implies a-ContradiQion ; 
So then, .the Grecanic or. Philoſophical Poſtulatum 
proceeds from Ignorance and want of Learning and 
isat beſt-difingenious, and Theoretically abſurd, 

2. Again ſecondly, ( concerning the : Judaical or 
Semeiotical Poſtntatum' | After numerous, or rather 
ianumerable Artteſtations by Sigas and Wonders no- 
toriouſlyknown-(and by themſelves acknowledged) 
or ſufficiently and authentically proved,” or delivered 
down by unconttoulable and irreprovable Tradition; 
yet ſtill ro demand and require more Signs, Signs of their 
own: Election, 'accompanied: with Eircumſtances of 
their own preſcription, Is not this to:tempt and limit 


the Almighty?. T'o:make/themſelves Arbiters of the 


Emanations of his Power and Wiſdom ? To ſuppoſe 
thatthoſe ought to be ſubſervientto their wanton cu- 
riofity: ? Is ttmnor to expect-chat God himſelf ſhould 
Lacquey afterzhem; co:make'him a doer of Tricks at 
their ſenſeleſs and impudent demand ? Is not this an 
Aſinine:andan, impious:tupidity ? A-compoſition of 
the higheftdegrees:of JatillefAnel- and Moral Abſurdity 
which is +oagimible:2; ,-- 11 2 2 | 

-\:Now:(itherefore :) chat this was andis, (and tothe 
end of the:worldmuſd ever. now:be } che: caſe of the 
Jewiſh: or:Semmeiocical Poſtulatum;is. alſo;plain-and 


| evident. E, In 
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41:42. 


F Ver. 14» 


Ver. 15, 


Mat.27.40, 


In Confirmation of- the Goſpel, 'Chrilt and his 
Apoſtles wrought far more (and more conſiderable) 
Signs and Wonders, than before { or ſince ) that time 
were ever wtovght ſince the creation of the world, 
yet - this will not —_— chem : MT 
ing all this cu» «ris, require a he mean- 
_- whereof is better i by cheir Practiſe and 
behaviour to our Saviour than by the Dictionary; 
And of this their behaviour I ſhall only produce two 
or three inſtances: | | 

Inche ſixth of Jobu we find that Chriſt fed 5000 
men with' five Loaves and two Fiſbes, and when 
chey had fect the Miracle, they were fo taken wich 
it, thatthey* ſaid that he wes that Prophet wbich ſhould 
come, and they would have taken him by force and 
made hima King. ; 

But the verynext day, theſe very men, that had 
ſeen, and felt, and taſted, of the Miracle( becauſe he 
told them that they followed him for the Loavycs ) 
take a miff at him, they pirke up themſelyes, 
and come boldly and malepenly wo him, ſaying; 
* What ſign ſheweſt thou, that we: may fee and be 
lieve? 'Whardoft thou work ? Agit rmer Mira- 
cle had not been now a ſign. . ; 

When Chriſt bong upoathe Croſs, the Nobleand 
the Mighty, the Grave and Wile amongſt them, (the 
chief Prieſts, andthe Scribes, and the Elders) came, 
and offered him a bargain, if he would then ( juſt 
then )come down fram the Croſs they would believe; 
wr Chriſt had juſt eng es 
tO C0. | 
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Jn che cighth'of Mark the Phariſees came forth, Ver-: 1-2ide © 
and began to queſtion him { »{=4, to cavil, and diſ- '11"16 1 

te- with him) ewes Cerfens, (requiring 2 fign ) Luk. 1-16, 
ſeeking of bim a fign from Heaven tempting him; They *95* 
would have ( and that preſcntly upon the ſpot) a 
ſign, not 4%», but rigs, or that which is properly p;4.10.,.48. 
$# << not from Wind, or Sea, os Earth, butfrom 
Heaven ; notthat they intended to be his Diſciples, 
but for atrial of his skill and ability ; was not this a 
Gallant and a Wiſe, a Noble and a Worthy Poſtula- 
tzm ? Could it chuſe bur meye him” to compliance ? 

This moved him indeed, to comply fo far with 

his even defrgn, - asto- promiſe them a lign.; the fign 

of the Propiee Jonas ( that irrefragable Swe of his 
Goſpel) whith ſhould render them incxcuſable ; Bur 

though he was meck and lowly of heart, the (oft and 

gentle Lamb of God, ſothar he ſuffered himſelf ro be 
accuſed, condemned, buffered, and fpit upon, and yet 

held his peace ( as a Lamb that is dumb fo opened he 

not his mouth ) Yet the noblenels and ingenvity of 

this Poſtulatum kindled a fire within him, ſo chat he 

ſpake with his tongue. This moved him to fcorn and 
indignation, ſo that in effeQt-he called them baſtards 

for their labour, telling them that they were { no ſons 

of Abraham, Iſaac and Facob,but ) a wicked and Adul-, , 
terous Generation ; and that no fign ſhould be given 3g. 'l 
thera butthe ſign of the Prophet Jonas. 

1 fuppoſe Fſhall need to ſay no more concerning 
the abſurdicy and unreaſonableneſs of the Jewiſh or 
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[ have now done. withrthe former part of my un- 
dertakin o which was to endeavour to make itappear, 

- That the Contemners- of the Goſpel have reaſon 
to be aſhamed of their Prejudices. . 

2: | come now to the ſecond, which'isthe laſt part 
of what I have propounded, viz to ſhew, — -. 

That there is no reaſonfor Chriſtians or for Pick 
chers to be aſhamed of the Goſpel, 

And that upon two Tonſiderations : 

1. Propter veritatis Fvidentiam. 

2. Propter virtutis Excellentiam. 

' The formerof which is implied (if ic were notthe 
ach of God, it could not be the Power of God.) 

The later isexpreſſed, For it is the o i of God to 
ſalvation to every. one that believtth. 

- The evidence of the/Truth+is {6 great that ae, 
ever duly conſiders it, will certainly believe che Goſpel, 

The Virtue and Excellency of the Goſpel is ſo great, 
that whoſoever, truly believes the Goſpel ſhall in- 
fallibly be ſaved. 

1. Firſt, Iam to ſpeak of the Evidence af the truth 
of the Goſp el, Bur becauſe it is here only implied, 
and becanls l have* formerly irpployed my:poor en- 
deayours upon that Argument, I ſhall only briefly 
couch upon it. 

The Myſteries of the Goſpel, chouph they are in- 
explicable and inconceivable, yet are; they not in- 
credible, though incomprehenſible, yet they are not 
unaccountable ; 
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Nor was the Authorand finiſher of . 
the Chriſtian farch ſo ſeyere upon the ads | 
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"Chis followers, To _ cxatry Belief without a ſuffi- 
dentproof and Demonſtration of the truth of that 
which he delivered. It | 


Though he would not offer at the Grecanic way: 


(which he knew to be impoſſible/to grant, to be'ab- 
ſurd and unreaſonable to require(yet he would afford 
itcthat Demonſtration whereef it was capable ( a De- 
monſtration properly ſo called, accommodate tothe 
Underſtanding of all mankind, Jews. and Gentiles, 
Greeks and Barbarians, Noble and Ignoble, Learned 
and Unlearned/) any 73 ahwpa0. ; ii. ,030% 

He that refuſed. to gratifie the impudent;Scribes 
2nd Phariſees in their way, would notleave/the truth 
ofthe Goſpel undemonſtrated in his own, - - 
«And of the truth of all the Myſteries which: he: de- 
livered,” this /is the Analemma ( atholicon,; the Cam- 
mon, the Univerſal, the Comprehenſive 'demonitra- 
ol, 12498 TH, 

- He that made himſelf the Son of God ( as the Fews 


expreſs it ) That ſaid he was .one with God:(1:and Joh.10.30. 


the Father are one ) that he was in the Father, and the 241%». 
Father in him ; That declared the Miflion and Ema- 

Mon of the Spirit from the. Father and the Son; and 

thatalways ſpoke of him as a. perſon diſtin; And 

that theſe three are one... x Joh.5.7. 


Ina word ; - He that was the Author of theſe and 
al other -Myfteries whereof: we .have been ſpeak- 
ng,did not. put the iſſue of believing upon his'Aunsies, 
but. upon an undeniableand.unrefuſcable Criterion. 


I 1.donot the works of my-Father believe me not ; but 1ch.10.38. 
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if I do, thaugh ye believe not we, believe the works, 
(\repimy were) that ye may know (by Demonſtr.. 
tion ) as well as believe,chat | am in the Father, and he 
in me. | 
He did not only bear witneſs to himſelf, (although 
he died in teſtimony of his Do@rine ) He had not 
« only the glorious Company of the Apolitles, the/ 
goodly fcllowſbip-of the Prophets, the noble Army 
-of Martyrsforhis Witneſles ; But he called Heayen 
and Earth to witneſs ; He ſubpena'd whatever wu 
in Heaven, and Eanh, and in the Sca, and in all 
.deep An bear teſtimony to him. - 
Fhere were three that bore witneſs in Heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Spirit, thoſe three which 
heafirmed to-bd one. The Angels miniſtred unto 
him; The Devils trembled and fled before him; 
Planrs and Animals, the Wind and Sea obeyed him, 
The Stars in their courſes, or rather out of their 
-courſes militated for him. Tagive Teftimony to (ws 
ſummatum eft, ar the eime of his Death, the Sunwas 
eclipſed, the Moon being at the Full. To indicatethe 
place of his Nativity, at the time of his Birth anew 
Star was made on purpoſe. Health and Sicknels,Life 
and Death, and Hades, gave in their teſtimonies by 
their obedience to his werd. Yet once more, he ſhook 
the Heavens, and ſent dawn the Holy Spirit upon his 
followers : be ſhook the Earth alſo,thetore the Rocks 
and opened the Graves, and at his powerful voicethe 
bodics ofthe Saints aroſe; And leaft. it ſhould be ſaid, 


he 


He raiſed ochers but himſelf he could not raiſe, As | 
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he fniſhed the great Myſtery of Chriſtianity by his | 
Death, ſo allo he owl the truth of in by. ke Re- 
ſitreRion ; As he dicd for our Sins, ſo heroſe again rom.4ve s, 
forour Juſtification, for our Juſtification in the Belief . 
of thar,and all other, the Myſteries of Chriftianicy, 

"Theſe, and many more, arc heads'of Argumenes, 

' | which whoever duly confiders and undetfiands, will 
cenainly believe theGoſpel propter Peritatis Evidentian. 

2.1t remains only to ſhew, that whoſoever doth 
xmly believe the Goſpel, Thall infallibly be faved, 
ter Bonitatis,or Virtutis Excelentiam , Becanſe it is 
the power of God t0 Salvation to every one that believeth. 

In ſpeaking of which Argument, I need nor go 
bout ro prove, that the Power of the Goſpel is the 
Power of God, (in which reſpe&-ir' is called the | 
{) Hand or (b) Arm of the Lord, (c) the Sword of oARr 1.2kk 
the Spirit, the Grace of God, bringing ſalyarion, .x,,27 7" 
20d the like.) . 16. 

Neither ſhall I ſtand upon a Comparifon of the - 6 
Goſpel, with the Grecanical or Judaical Inſtitutions, © 
(aman may believe all that ever was written by Phi- 
klophers, and yet doubt whether there is, (or can be) 
ſuch a thing as Salvation, yea or no. A man may be- 
leve, whatever is explicitely and expreſly delivered in - 
the Law of Moſes, and yet not be ſayed)But my inten- 
tion'is(barely and nakedly) this,By a ſhort Reflexion - 

_ the Way and Methodof the ARions of Man- 
, andthe Diſcoveries. and Contents of the Goſpel - 
(well known to thoſe. that hear me) to manifeſt the 


| th ofrhis Propoſition, That, every man that _ 
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Rom-1.28. tothe Rules and Principles (the Precepts and Pre- 


ab Crit t hat 679g afiuall* abjderb in th 
hal With beaveds. - »| 
RET. aever frames bis AQtions according 


Lerjptians ): of; the:Golpel, ſhall iofallibly. belaved, 
And, becauſe; ic is.qf.t the nature of mao, to_frame 
[this A@iensaccordin ago his Atul and. perſevering 
J udgment and Belie 
; -, The:Nature and, Eſſence of man conſiſt in his 
'Underſtpnding;and fora man.notto fo 
Faſt \apdeonſtant, the.zftual and final diate IF al 
Underſtanding, is impoſſible in Nature. and, indeed 
-irwplics aCancradicion, " 
. » Herhar believes, that there, is neither God nor De- 
yil-Hyaven-jnor. Hell, Salvation nor Damnation, 
Avd that he, hath not an Immortal Soul (i.e. )a Soul 
' 10 ſave; -luchaman (1f at Jeaft he_ hath attained to 
thoſegreat accompliſhngents of Rudeneſs and lng. 
' -vility )will makeic his buſineſs co fill up his. meglur 
of Debaucherizs, and Impieties ; will .chink it Brax 
( perhaps ) and Viny, to Blaſpheme God, and ſcof 
at Religion ; will make it,a matter.of Gallancry; 
noble Courage and Reſolution, co challenge Godio 
dann him, or bidche Devil take him body. = ſoul; 
will ſpend his timein Revelling and Drunkenneſsjn 
Chambering, and, Wantonneſs; .ExpeQing and, hoe 
pingrodyclike a beaſt,he ill beſureto live.like ons 
Andin Concluſion will find himſelf gilappointedpi 
this glorious hope (.chis goodly, noble,. manly & 
—_ ) and that, his Milcreancy, 2nd, rhe ctr Frrour l 
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of his Judgment hath berrayed him into eternal mi- 


UhilR ( on the other fide) hethat believes the De- 
darations, and Promiſes, and Threatnings, of the 
Goſpel, will have his fruic uato holineſs, and the end 
everlaſting life. | 

He that firmly and ſtedfaſtly believes, that the ſoul 
whichA Ruartes his body is an Immortal Being(a ſub- 
fitence which ſhall and muft endure to all eternity, ) 

That afcer Death he muſt appear before the Tri- 
bunal of God and Chriſt, to anſwer for the things 
done in the body, 

That from thence he ſhall be tranſmitted co a ſtate 
cher of Eternal Happineſs,or Ecernal Miſery; either 
to be entertained (in the Viſion of God,ia the tellow- 
ſhip of Saints and Angels ) with Joy utiſpeakable 
and full of Glory; Or ſecluded from the fight of 
God,and treated with the Devil and his Angels, with 
totmenc unconceivable, unexpreſſible, and that to all 
kternity. : 

This man, if ke might gain all the Profics,and Ho-+ 
fours, and Pleaſures, if he might decline all the AfMi- 
ions of this world, will not loſe his own ſoul : Fru- 

« blanditie venitis ad bunc, fruſtra nequitie venitis ad 


3 
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2 Cor.5. 10. 


c. Conſidering that light and momentany things . 


bear no proportion to the exceeding weight and mo- 
ment of thoſe which are Eternal, be will forchwitch 
endeavour to lay hold upon eternal Life, and make haſte 
tweſcape the Wrath to come; And to that end he will 
&vour all difficulties, and negle& no means or op- 
Irtunitics, F - He 
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1 Cor.6.9. 


Rom.7, 24+ 


Rom.3.« 20» 


* x Tim. 1. 


I5. 
+ Joh. 3.17. 


Eph.2.3+ 


 Hethae believes, that the only way to happineks is 


Heb.12. 14. the way to holineſs; That withous holineſs no man 


ſhall ſee, God; That no unclean thing ſhall enter 
there ; That the Impious, the Unjuſt, the Intempe. 
rate, the Laſcivious, ( continuing (o ) ſhall neyer eq 
ter 4mtothe Kingdom of Heaven, | 

This man will endeavour. to' purifie himſelf, to 
mortifte all his carnal luſts and affcions, to cleanſe 
hinaſelf from all Glthinclsof Fleſh and Spirit, andto 
perſe&/þglinels in the feax of God. - - 

Again, he that believes and conſiders the Corrupti- 
on and Impotence of his natural Condition, and the 
deſjgn of | Chrifts coming into the warld, what he 
bath already done, and. what he is {till in doing for 
bym ; «, | | | 

How that higaſelf ( and every man ) is by naturea 
child of wrath, that Sin reigns in his mortal bedy, 
that he lies ander a bondage from: which he canng 
redeem, a Guilt from which he canngt acquic himſcll 

That no fleſh is juſtified in the ſight ot God , 

Whoſoeyer, I ſay, doth believe this concerning 
himlelf;, and ( on the other fide ) concerning Chriſt, 
thatto this end was he born, and for this cauſe cams 
he into the world, Fthat he might ſave ſinners, + Tha 
the world through him might belaved ; | 
- Thattq this end. (and this end only ) he delcen- 
ded fram Heaven - 'Fbis was the end of_bis Conver 
ſation upon -Earth, his- Life and Do&trine, his 


| Preaching and; Example, This, was: the ead of bis 


Crucifixion, ReſurteRion, Aſcenſion, .and Scfhiov s 


* 
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kden.in6. Myſteries of the Solpel, ——_ 
he Right hand of God ; That by the ſufferings: of 

his Life, and the ineſtimable value of his Bloud, the 
world might be Ju/tified-and Redeemed- from. the Guilt 
their fins reſcued from the miſeries of the world to come. 

- And that by the operation of his Do&rine, and 
Example, and the power of his Interceſſion,the world 
might be ſanfified, Delivered from ''h Deminion of ſin, 
purified and prepared to be admitted 0 the Fifion of the * 
weft boly God, Fruition of the Life to come. 

[ ay, that the man that firmly, and ſtedfaftly, and 
einaly believes. thele things, will-not ( nay, indeed 
that he cannot) negle& ſo great Salvation; That he 
wil not trample upon the bloud of the everlaſting 
Covenant, or deſpiſe the Spiritof Grace, 'vr Crucifie 
theſh the Lord of Glory, and put him to an open 
ſhame. But that for his a——_— cleanſing, from his 


_ -—— 


| 
, | paſttranſgrefions, he will dayly refortto the fountain 
| £ which Chriſt hath opened for fin and forunclean- 
; I] 65, offering and preſenting his head and his hearc 
(his mind and his affeions ):to the bloud of ſprinke 
; © ling, And that for the obtaining of prevencing, and 
; || flowing Grace, to preſerve him from lapſing/tortho 
F | timeto come, He will chrow himſelf dayly at the feet 
& of chat High Prieſt, which is ſenſible of his Infarmis« 
bes, and which fics at Gods Right hand, making In- 
| | terceſhon forhim , and with ſighs” and unutterable 
» | groans he will implore the Afﬀiftance of that Spirit 
Which helpah our infirmiries : | 
"And-thar continuing, -and- perlevering *in rhis 
Courſe, { by che Grace of God which never: failerh 
L. 7.2 them 


. 


| "An Apology fox the Romigs, 
chem tharſeck him ) he will certainly conform him- 
ſelf ro the Commands of Chriſt, and compole him. 
ſclfro his Example, till at length he be transformed to 
his Image,” He will add to bis Faith Virtue, and to Virtue 
Knpwledge— and ſo onwards ; He will go on from 
ſtrength to ſtrength until he appear before God in 

_ Glory. | 

* Ifay,thit fuck man, by denying ungodlineſs and 
: worldly Lufts, and living Soberly, and Righteouſly, 
Tit2-12* andGodly in this preſent world, will work out his 
Salvation with fear and trembling,. and in the end 
of his days will certainly. and infallibly attain to 
the end of bis bopes, namely, the Salvation of bis ſoul 
So that the Goſpel. is indeed the Grace of God which 
bringeth Salvation toall men ; It is the power of God | 
to Salvation to eyery one that belieyeth. 


O come thereforeto a Concluſion: Judg nowin | | 
*R yourſelves Brethren,and judg Righteous Judy: 

ment; Isthis a Goſpel which, is to be deſpiſed? A | 1 
Diſpenſation whereof a Miniſter or a Chriſtian ought | 1 
to beaſhamed ? Are the Myſteries of this Goſpel to | 1 
be derided and drolted upon?To be traveſtied orturn- | 
ed into Burleſque or Macaronique ? [s this to bea Brave | | 
and a Gallant perſon? A Spark and a Wie? Orizit | a 
indeed to have never a ſpark of WirorGallantry ? t 


Men, Brethren, and Fathers ; If the time,and your | n 
patience, and my ſtrength would bear it, I would take Þ| a 
unto me boldneſs, and freely' ſpeak unto you cow 


cerning the Goſpel of our Saviour;l would Reprove, 
Rebuke, Exhort. I would 


would ſeverally and diſtin&ly addrels my elf to 
everydort,and every Degree of thoſe that hear me,Ec- 
cleſiaftical and Civil, Young and Old, Wiſe and Un- 
wiſe, Noble and Ignoble. Fil 
| would ſpeak unto you youngmen ofthe Clergy, 
that you would not be offended: at the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel.or think it a matter of Wit or of Learning, 
either to deſpiſe or to go aboutto mend them. - 
That you will neither be Drolled nor Diſputed, 
Cajoled,nor faced out of your Religion, or ſuffer the 
Mauvats bont (the evil ſhame) to be put upon you. 
That you will not believe that it hath been only 
dull formality, a want of the ſmartneſs of your Wir, 
ordepth of your Learning,which hath retained your 
Fathers and Predeceſſors in the belief and the Pro- 
fefſion *of the plain, and ſimple Articles of the Ca- 
tholick Faith. Be not deceived Brethren 3 Yixerunt 
fortes ante Agamemnona——— | 
Be not ſeduced by thoſe who pretending to re- 
move the Scandal of the Croſs of Chriſt ( which. 


thing St. Paul counted an abſurdity in Chriſtiavity. ) Gal.5.1:.. 


would rob you of a moſt divine and excellent Reli- 
gion, and ſuþſticuce in its place a rotten and depraved. 
Philolophy; Thoſe I mean who never have been 
able with all their Wir, Reaſon, and Learning, 
to explicate or comprehend the Myſteries or Mecha- 
nies of a Mite, or of a Flea, of a Plant or Stone, or. 
any one of the innumerable things which are before. 
them, and yet they take upon them to controul the 


plain litera), deſigned and reiterated Declarations of 


<S -_—e— 
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.Aq.17-28, 


poocnnng the Myſteries 
of the Godhead. Thoſe who Gramaticizing pedantis 
cally and criticiſing ſpurioufly,upon a few Greek Par. 
ticles or words would cozen the world of the benchie 
of the bloud of Chgſt, and Chriſt himlelt of his Di- 


vinity ; and put him off witha fantaſtical and Poeti- 


cal Apotheoſis. 

I would ſpeak unto you Fathers, becauſe ye have 
known the Father and the Son, ye underſtind the 
effe&t and conſequence of the Myſteries of the Go- 
ſpel to the Salvation of: men, that ye will continue to 
ſtrive earneſtly rorerain thac faith ( which is thought 
by ſome to be upon the wing, that Faith ) which was 
once delivered to the Saimts. 

I would ſpeak untoyou ( -yi: ) Wiſe men or Philoſs- 
phers ; Paul ſpeaking to the men art Athens, purs them 
in mind of a ſaying of a Poet of their own , | would 
call ro your Remembrance a Saying of a Philoſopher 
of our own, ( a Philoſopher of great renown ) 
which is to'this effte : That a profound conſidera- 
tion of the reaſon, and comprehenſion of the circum» 
ſtances of things ( a deep doſe of Philoſophy ) will 
make a man Religious, And that the. contemapt of 
Religion is an infallible argument of one that isa 
ſmattereronly, and half-witted. 


Iwould ſpeak unto ye Nobles, that ye would be 


noble as the Bereans were; That ye will ſearch;exa- 


, mine, and conſider, whether the-caſe of the Golpel be * 


ſuch as hath been repreſented,yea or no: And then | 
am ſure ye will continue zealouſly and vigorouſly to 
ſupport the Goſpel. | 


____ _ . "A@Apdlogy 7 ithe'” Romias; || 1 
Chriſt and his 
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' Iwould take heart and courage, and improvein an 
humble confidence, lo far as to prefer a Petition to 
King, Lords,and Commons (the Noble;the Mighty, - 
and the Wiſe ) that ( at this time eſpecially ) they will 
be careful of Religion, and tender of the Intereſts: of 
the Goſpel. 5HIY | F 

I would humbly endeavour-to bring to remem- 
brance,who it is by whom Kings Reign, and Princes 
decree Juſtice; And whar it. is to be-Defender of the 
truly Antient,Catholick and Apoftolick Faith. : 

.J would endeavour co Demonſtrate that neither 
Forts nor Caſtles, Armies nor Navies, Arms nor A+ 
munition, Money nor men, (to ſay nothing of Allies 
or Confederates, or the Staff of Egypt ) are ſo power« 
ful a ſupport of the Crowns of Princes as the Goſpel 

Nay, not as a few lines of this qne Epiſtle of our 
High tfdſcd Galilean (as the Scoffers have been wont 
tocall him ) duly imbibed into the Souls and Conſci- - 
ences of men, namely, that ſaying at che beginning of. 


Chap. 13 Let every ſoul be ſubje&t tothe ligher Powers, rom.13-,. 
for there u no power but of God, the Powers that be, are 1,2,%c. . 


Ordained of God —— 4nd they that Reſiſt ſhall receive to 
themſelves Damnation , the beliet of this would be (ure 
to compoſe the minds of all Difſenters ſo as ts keep - 
peace and obedience at home ' 


And the belief of that which. follows would defend 


us from our enemies abroad; this would raiſe Taxes 
and Contributions, Subſidies and Royal Aides, pro-: 
cure all things neceſſary for the maintenance of Juſt - 


Wars abroad ; For for this caxſe alſo pay ye tribute, mad 


becauſe 


2%? i , . l T « w_ 
op 2 p T0” W- E 9 wm» aſt - a 4 as : 
3 : 2s 154% - , x V N 
_ - - b bo o - _ - \ *= 3 
. < - : ts. 7 © 
4 : s = Y WW 
- . . 
4 _ = - 4 
: © 
' © ; 
* 4 
. " . R A, 
"On = » 


becauſe they are ( briſts Minifters,, &c, So powerful and” 
uſeful is the Goſpel, where iris believed, to maintaig, 
all cheparts and Intereſts,and to command all the ſuc-; 
cours and neceſſary ſupplies of Governmenc,to bring, 
fear to whomear, hgnour to whom honour, tribute: 
to whom tribute belpngeth. + 
', _ Wherefore I would not fear humbly to make an 
 Plal.z.1z. Application in the words of King David : Be wiſe 
now therefore © ye. Kings, be learned ye that are Judges. 
of the Barth, ſerve the Lord with fear, and rejoyce untg, 
bim with reverence ; kiſs the Son leſt be bs angry, and þ 
yeperiſh fromthe right way. 1 
But I can only be permitted to make one common 
and promiſcuous Application, to high and low, rich 
and poor;one with another,namely, T o charge upon 
your _— (and Pray that it may reſt upon mp 
own.) one {aying of Chriſt himſelf, that dreadful 
38. ſaying in Mark 8, © If any one ſhall be aſhamed of me, 
© or of my words in this adulterous and finful Generatis 
* on: Of bim ſhall the Son of man be .aſhamed, when 
© cometh in the Glory of bis Father, with bu boly Angels, \ 
And, without any Apology for my boldneſs or 
indiſcretions,to conclude in the words of the Text : 


Por I am not aſhameqyof the Goſpel of Chriſt : For 
1s the' power of God to Salvation to every one that bt: 
heveth. 


